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Preface 

This Basic Handbook of Marianist Studies grew out of notes I made as hand outs for the 

Marianist history course I began teaching to SM novices in Dayton starting in 1975. Through the 

years, the hand outs were augmented and their number grew. During the years from 1997 to 2005 

when I was assigned to Prague, Carol Ramey took over teaching the novitiate course. She 

improved the notes and added to them. Since 2005, she and I have taught the course as a team. 

As we worked together, I shared with her my dream of some day compiling all the notes plus 

much other material in my files into a Marianist reference book, a kind of mini-encyclopedia and 

dictionary, that could be used for Marianist Studies by students and writers in the future. I 

doubted, though, that I would ever get around to it. 

When Carol and I were planning the novitiate history course for the 2009-2010 school 

year, she suggested that we make a stab at putting together the notes into a compilation that 

could be given to the novices as a unified text right at the start of the course. She asked Patti 

Gehred, a member of the NACMS staff, to lend her computer design skills and Marianist talents 

to help. Much to my delight, we produced the first edition of the Basic Handbook in an attractive 

layout that included illustrations (both black-and-white and color). This was better than I 

expected. 

The previous editions of the Basic Handbook were incomplete in various ways, due in 

part to the haste with which they were prepared. However, they turned out to be very good first 

approximations of what the complete Basic Handbook would eventually be. This fourth edition 

is another step toward that goal. It, too, is incomplete; but it is better than the previous editions. 

Still needed are things such as good reading lists and annotated bibliographies on key Marianist 

topics (such as Stability, Chaminade and the French School, the System of Virtues, etc.); more 

entries for the Marianist persons, places, and terms section; additional articles for the 

monographs section; and better indications of sources for the various sections and entries. I have 

every hope that there will be further editions that will reach the goal of an easy-to-use reference 

tool where Marianists can look things up quickly for multiple purposes in their life and work. 

Lawrence Cada, SM 

Dayton 
January 2013 
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th
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1903, Stories of Mechtilde
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e. Foundation of American Province of the FMI

f. Spread of SM and FMI throughout the world
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